
"Back on the Chain Gang"  Pretenders           arr LK/TC  21/3/17   v1A LK text box update 23.6.20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK3uf5V0pDA 
 

Intro:  [ D / / / A / / / Em7 / / / Em7 / / / ] (x2)     Again x2 add lead riff (sep sheet) and bass 
 

Solo/small group                        
D                     A                     Em7    G6/9                                                
        I found a picture of you,             oh oh oh oh oh                                       
D               A                                  Em7  G6/9                                                 
        What hijacked my world that night                                                        
D      A                                      Em7   G6/9                                                            
        To a place in the past we've been cast out of?      oh oh oh oh oh                     
D          A                                        Em7     G6/9                                                    
                    Now we're back in the fight          
 

Men ‘oo/ah’  Ladies tune and words: 
Em (oo)                          A (ah)         Em (oo) / / /  A (ah) / / / 
         We're back on the train, yeah      Lead riff ----------------    
Em (oo) / / /     A(ah)  / / /                                   D                  A      D      A 

Oh,                                       back on the chain gang 
Verse 2 
           D                  A                                  Em7     G6/9 

       A circumstance beyond our control,         oh oh oh oh oh 
D                              A                                 Em7  G6/9 
       The phone, the tv and the news of the world 
D                     A                                     Em7      G6/9   
       Got in the house like a pigeon from hell,      oh oh oh oh oh 
D                                  A                                      Em7   G6/9        
       Threw sand in our eyes and descended like flies 
 
Em (oo)                         A (ah)          Em (oo)    A (ah) 
       Put us back on the train, yeah        Lead riff ----------------    
Em (oo) A (ah) Em (oo)  A(ah)                     D                A   Em7/// G6/9///  
Oh,                       Lead riff -----  back on the chain gang 

                            D 1      2     3     4   |    1      2      3      4   
Instrumental  [D / / / A / / / Em7 / / / G6/9 / / /] (x2)    D off beat : rest  / rest /  | rest /  rest  / 
 

Bridge 
Dm / / /        A7        /      /   /  Dm / / /          A7         /        /      /     Dm / / / 
            The powers that be                That force us to live like we do        
                  A7       /    /   /     Dm / / /            A7           /                  /      /     Dm  A7   Dm   A7 
         Bring me to my knees            When I see what they've done to you    
Dm              A7      /        /     /        Dm  / / /   A7           /             /    /    Dm 
         But I'll die as I stand here today          Knowing that deep in my heart 
         A7            /    /      /     Dm  /  /  /          A7        /     / /    A7/ / /     E / / / B / / / A / / / B / / / 
         They'll fall to ruin one day           For making us part - - - - - -                            
Verse 3            

E                      B                     A     B7 
         I found a picture of you,        oh oh oh oh oh 
E                                B                               A     B7 
         Those were the happiest days of my life 
E                                     B                       A        B7                             
         Like a break in the battle was your part,   oh oh oh oh oh 
E                                B                     A         B7 
         In the wretched life of a lonely heart  
F#m(oo)                                 B (ah)                    F#m (oo)      B (ah) 
         Now we're back on the train, yeah                
F#m (oo)   B (ah)                   E                   B     E    B     E     B     E  
Oh,                     back on the chain gang  

Strings order     

            GCEA  
 

 Em7=0202 
 
 G6/9=0200 (A7sus4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For key change 
 

       E=4441 OR 

           9877* 
 

       B=4322* 
 

*You can use this 

shape to slide up 
and down the neck, 
and down to A 
 

If stuck play Z!! 

 

  F#m=2120 
 

     B7=4320  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CK3uf5V0pDA

